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NATURE EXCHANGE
ROCKS FOR BUDDING SCIENTISTS

When Robert Lavinsky, Ph.D., was a young boy, he developed a passion for minerals. By the time
he turned 16, he was attending rock and mineral shows and made his first significant purchase — a
$1,000 purple fluorite crystal on a barite matrix. His mother was furious! But Dr. Lavinsky persuaded
her to let him keep it and years later, created The Arkenstone and iRocks.com, successful
businesses built on mineral and fossil collecting. He hopes to inspire youth to pursue their interests
in science and he has donated interesting mineral specimens to the Hillcrest Foundation Nature
Exchange at the Lacerte Family Children’s Zoo for many years.




